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3. EDUCATION FOR EUROPEAN CITIZENSHIP 
 
The European citizenship has to be learned. The education 

for European citizenship has to become an imperative in the 
meaning of understanding, awareness and value by the 
European citizens of their role, their rights and obligations, 
their accountability in relation to the values promoted by the 
European Union. We asset that the European dimension of 
education regarding the citizenship imposes the 
accomplishment of the following objectives: provision of 
knowledge and forming skills and competencies that would 
allow individuals to understand the content of the rights and 
obligations they have as European citizens and the limits of 
their exertion; promotion of vales such as solidarity, mutual 
respect, tolerance towards aspects  related to different identities 
forming the fund of values, beliefs and representations 
protected by the European norms; understanding the 
institutional relation of the European Union and the procedures 
that lead to its functioning; promoting the ideas of belonging 
and common patrimony at the same time with the cultivation of 
national diversity and regional identity. But who holds the 
responsibility of accomplishing education in European 
citizenship case and what are the instruments, methods and 
proceedings that can be used for the accomplishment of the 
abovementioned objectives? 

The educational institutions are the main promoter of these 
desiderata having the essential role in developing 
corresponding curricula for different study levels that, by pre 
established tasks, contribute to the education of the young 
generation in the spirit of an active and aware European 
citizenship. But the first step is represented by the teachers’ 
preparation and their motivation regarding the implementation 
of educational programs for the citizens and deploying actions 
meant to lead to the awareness by the subjects of the 
educational process of the elements that give meaning to the 
concept of European citizenship (Scott & Lawson, 2002, p. 4). 
There is no doubt that the establishment of the educational 
policy is an attribute recognized to each of the member states 
based on sovereignty but the European Union has the most 
important role in supporting them by ensuring an adequate 
frame, useful instruments for the active involvement of young 
and not only them in educational activities in different domains, 
but which ensure constitutive elements of the European identity 
and prosperity and encourages the mobility and cooperation 
between the member states. Among the initiatives of the 
European Union in this context we mention “The Europe 
Program for Citizens” for 2007-2013, adopted by the European 
Parliament and Council by Decision no.1904/2006/EC on 
December 12th 2006 and deployed by the General Directorate 
Education and Culture from the European Commission whose 
nucleus is represented by the concept of active European 
citizenship, development of the feeling of belonging to the 
European Union. On November 15th the European Parliament 
and Council adopted Decision no.1719/2006/EC on 
establishing the Program “Youth in Action”, concentrating its 
entire attention of youth. The five actions promote mobility, 
initiative, intercultural learning meant to bring the European 
youth closer to the process of shaping the decision at the EU 
level by supporting activities that encourage the feeling active 
European citizenship but also solidarity and tolerance within 
and outside the borders of the European Union. Symbolic for 
the education and training within the European Union, Erasmus 
is part of the LLP – Life Long Learning Program (2007-2013) 
that sustains university mobility (students, master students, 
postgraduate students but also teachers) encouraging 
cooperation between universities in Europe in view of 
identifying and accomplishing a common direction, integrated 
in development because, as declared the Commissioner Ján 
Figel, „Education and training are the binding of societies 
facing the economic and demographic evolution”. Another 

component of LLP is represented by the Jean Monnet Program, 
whose function resides in supporting teaching, research and 
reflection regarding European integration united under 
institutional, judicial, political, economical and social aspects. 
Cooperation in promoting linguistic diversity is encouraged by 
the development of actions of learning the foreign languages of 
the 27 member states within the Key Activity 2 listed in the 
transversal program aiming at cross domains. The European 
Union according to the Lisbon Treaty respects the diversity of 
cultures, customs and languages in view of reaching the main 
desiderata, which is ensuring the unity in diversity. The 
European Union is aware that the use of its citizens’ languages 
is one of the factors contributing to the transparency, legitimacy 
and efficiency of European actions, economic progress, 
personal development and intercultural dialogue, a closer 
involvement of the citizens and the civil society in the 
construction of its future. Culture, as supreme value playing a 
vital role in defining the identity of the member states entered 
in the scope of the EUs legislative concerns recently, together 
with the Maastricht Treaty. The action of the European Union 
in this matter aims at valuing the common cultural space of 
Europeans and promoting the intercultural dialogue and by this 
encouraging the development of the European citizenship. By 
Decision no.1855/2006/EC the Culture Program (2007-2013) 
was established, a continuation of Culture Program 2000 ended 
in 2006. Among its objectives we can mention the impulse for 
cross national cooperation in culture aspects, encouraging the 
cross national movement of artistic, cultural works that would 
finally lead to the mutual enrichment of all cultures.  
 
4. CONCLUSION 
 

Although the adoption of the Lisbon Treaty by all the 27 
member states could lead to the conclusion that the Union is 
based today on a strong feeling of European identity, in reality 
we can notice that many of the citizens of the member states are 
not aware of their connection with the European project, that 
the feeling of belonging to the national level is more powerful, 
while the one of solidarity and European identity is still 
shaping. At a European level, a priority of educational reforms 
is represented by the education for an active European 
citizenship, perceived as an instrument for social cohesion 
based on the rights and responsibilities of citizens to promote 
European diversity, solidarity and cooperation.  
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